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Trade unions from the ports in Gioia Tauro
marching during an Anti Mafia protest

Date

1969-1979

Medium

gelatin silver print

Description

The Italian General Confederation of Labour (CGIL) is a national trade union centre in Italy. Gioia Tauro is a comune
(municipality) in the province of Reggio Calabria, in Calabria (Italy), on the Tyrrhenian coast. It has an important
port, situated along the route connecting Suez to Gibraltar, one of the busiest maritime corridors in the world. In the
1970s, Gioia Tauro was the main centre for industrial development in Southern Italy, following a burst of violence in
Reggio Calabria in 1970, signaling frustration over the central government's neglect of the region. The construction
of a large steel plant and port facility was meant to bring income and jobs to Calabria. Until then Gioia Tauro had
been a productive and beautiful agricultural area. Profitable farms and olive groves were expropriated and
demolished. The 'Ndrangheta, a Mafia-type criminal organisation based in Calabria, and in particular the Piromalli
clan, exploited the construction of the steelworks until the project was abandoned in 1979, when the crisis in the
steel industry could no longer be ignored and the government decided there was no economic base for it. In the
meantime some 1,000 people were killed in conflicts over construction contracts. For a while the homicide rate of

Gioia Tauro, with a population of about 17,000 at the time, was higher than that of New York City.
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Overall: 18.1x24.3cm (71/8x95/8in.)
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