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William Simon with John A. Volpe

Date

1969-1979

Medium

gelatin silver print

Description

William Simon was a businessman, philanthropist and Secretary of the US Treasury. He became the 63rd Secretary 

of the Treasury on May 9, 1974, during the Nixon administration. After Nixon resigned, Simon was reappointed by 

President Ford and served until 1977 under President Carter. Outside of government, he was a successful 

businessman and philanthropist. The William E. Simon Foundation carries on this legacy. He was a strong advocate 

of laissez-faire capitalism. He wrote, "There is only one social system that reflects the sovereignty of the individual: 

the free-market, or capitalist, system" Simon was an active member of the United States Olympic Committee for 

many years. He served as treasurer from 1977 to 1981 and as President of the U.S. Olympic Committee from 1981 to 

1985, which included the 1984 Games in Sarajevo and Los Angeles. He chaired the U.S. Olympic Foundation, created 

with the profits of the Los Angeles games, from 1985 through 1997, and was inducted into the U.S. Olympic Hall of 

Fame in 1991. An additional athletics-related honor came on October 11, 1975, when Simon threw out the first pitch 

of the 1975 World Series at Boston's Fenway Park on behalf of President Ford. John Anthony Volpe was an American 

politician and member of the Republican Party who served as the 61st and 63rd Governor of Massachusetts from 
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1961 to 1963 and 1965 to 1969, as the United States Secretary of Transportation from 1969 to 1973 and as the United 

States Ambassador to Italy from 1973 to 1977. In 1968, Governor Volpe ran unsuccessfully as a "Favorite son" 

candidate for the Republican presidential nomination.

Dimensions

Overall: 30.4 x 20.3 cm (12 x 8 in.)


