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An unspecified protest in a public square
with a large poster of Chairman Mao

Date

1969-1979

Medium

gelatin silver print

Description

Mao Zedong also transliterated as Mao Tse-tung and commonly referred to as Chairman Mao (December 26, 1893 -
September 9, 1976), was a Chinese Communist revolutionary and the founding father of the People's Republic of
China, which he governed as Chairman of the Communist Party of China from its establishment in 1949 until his
death in 1976. His Marxist-Leninist theories, military strategies and political policies are collectively known as
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism or Mao Zedong Thought. A controversial figure, Mao is regarded as one of the most
important individuals in modern world history. Supporters credit him with driving imperialism out of China,
modernising China and building it into a world power, promoting the status of women, improving education and
health care, and increasing life expectancy as China's population grew from around 550 to over 900 million during
the period of his leadership. He is also known as a theorist, military strategist, poet, and visionary. In contrast, critics
consider him a dictator who severely damaged traditional Chinese culture, as well as a perpetrator of systematic
human rights abuses who was responsible for an estimated 40 to 70 million deaths through starvation, forced

labour and executions, ranking his tenure as the top incidence of democide in human history.
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Overall: 31x20.5cm (122/8x81/8in.)
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