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Basic Detail Report

Silvio Berlusconi speaking into 

microphones at a conference in 1994

Date

1994-1994

Medium

gelatin silver print

Description

Silvio Berlusconi is an Italian media tycoon and politician who served three times as Prime Minister of Italy, from 

1994 to 1995, 2001 to 2006 and 2008 to 2011. On 1 August 2013, he was convicted of tax-fraud by the final appeal 

instance, Court of Cassation (of which three years are automatically pardoned) along with a public office ban for two 

years. As his age exceeds 70 years, he will be exempted from direct imprisonment, and instead serve his sentence by 

doing unpaid social community work. Because of being sentenced to a gross imprisonment for more than two years, 

a new Italian anticorruption law made the Italian Senate expel and bar him from serving any legislative office for six 

years. During his university studies, he was an upright bass player in a group formed with the now Mediaset 

Chairman and amateur pianist Fedele Confalonieri and occasionally performed as a cruise ship crooner. By 1980, 

Berlusconi had established a relationship with the actress Veronica Lario (born Miriam Bartolini), with whom he 

subsequently had three children: Barbara (born 1984), Eleonora (born 1986) and Luigi (born 1988). He was divorced 

from Dall'Oglio in 1985, and married Lario in 1990. By this time, Berlusconi was a well-known entrepreneur, and his 

wedding was a notable social event. One of his best men was Bettino Craxi, a former prime minister and leader of 

the Italian Socialist Party. In May 2009, Lario announced that she was to file for divorce. On 28 December 2012, 
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Berlusconi was ordered to pay his ex-wife Veronica Lario $48 million a year in a divorce settlement that was filed 

Christmas Day, and he will keep the $100 million house they live in with their three children On 24 June 2013, 

Berlusconi was found guilty of paying an underage prostitute for sex, and of abusing his powers in an ensuing cover 

up. He was sentenced to seven years in jail, and banned from public office for life. n order to win the March 1994 

general election, Berlusconi formed two separate electoral alliances: Pole of Freedoms (Polo delle Libertà) with the 

Lega Nord (Northern League) in northern Italian districts, and another, the Pole of Good Government (Polo del Buon 

Governo), with the National Alliance (Alleanza Nazionale; heir to the Italian Social Movement) in central and 

southern regions. In a pragmatic move, he did not ally with the latter in the North because the League disliked them. 

As a result, Forza Italia was allied with two parties that were not allied with each other. Berlusconi launched a 

massive campaign of electoral advertisements on his three TV networks, grooming with seminars and screen tests 

his top advertisement salesmen, of whom 50, subsequently elected though devoid of legislative experience, came 

from his own advertising company alone. He subsequently won the elections, with Forza Italia garnering 21% of the 

popular vote, the highest percentage of any single party. One of the most significant promises that he made in order 

to secure victory was that his government would create "one million more jobs". He was appointed Prime Minister 

in 1994, but his term in office was short because of the inherent contradictions in his coalition: the League, a 

regional party with a strong electoral base in northern Italy, was at that time fluctuating between federalist and 

separatist positions, and the National Alliance was a nationalist party that had yet to renounce neo-fascism at the 

time.

Dimensions

Overall: 18.1 x 24.3 cm (7 1/8 x 9 4/8 in.)


