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Giovanni Leone and Edward Heath

Date

1969-1979

Medium

gelatin silver print

Description

Giovanni Leone was an Italian politician. He was the 37th Prime Minister of Italy from 21 June 1963 to 4 December
1963 and again from 24 June 1968 to 12 December 1968. He also served as the sixth President of the Republic from
1971 to 1978. Sir Edward Richard George Heath, often known as Ted Heath, was Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom from 1970 to 1974 and Leader of the Conservative Party from 1965 to 1975. Heath became Prime Minister
after winning the 1970 election. In 1971 he oversaw the decimalisation of British coinage and in 1972, he reformed
Britain's system of local government, reducing the number of local authorities and creating a number of new
metropolitan counties. Possibly most significantly, he took Britain into the European Economic Community in 1973.
Despite losing a second general election in October that year, Heath vowed to continue as leader of his party. In
February 1975, however, his former Education Secretary Margaret Thatcher challenged and defeated Heath to win
the leadership. Returning to the backbenches, Heath became an active critic of Thatcher's policies as leader and,

from 1979, as Prime Minister. He was also one of only four British Prime Ministers never to have married.

Dimensions

Overall: 21.3x30.3cm (83/8x 12in.)
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