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Francesco Cossiga gets into a car,
surrounded by crowds and police

Date

1969-1979

Medium

gelatin silver print

Description

Francesco Cossiga was an Italian politician of the Christian Democracy party. He was the 42nd Prime Minister of Italy
from 1979 to 1980 and the eighth President of Italy from 1985 to 1992. He was also a professor of constitutional law
at the University of Sassari. He was in office at the time of the kidnapping and murder of Aldo Moro by Red Brigades,
and resigned when Moro was found dead in 1978. According to Italian journalist Enrico Deaglio, Cossiga, to justify
his lack of action, "accused the leaders of CGIL and of the Italian Communist Party of knowing where Moro was
detained". Cossiga was also minister of internal affairs when Fascist terrorists bombed Bologna station in 1980.
Francesco Cossiga first assumed the explosion to have been caused by an accident (the explosion of an old boiler
located in the basement of the station). Later, in a special session to the Senate, Cossiga supported the theory that
neofascists were behind the attack, "unlike leftist terrorism, which strikes at the heart of the state through its

representatives, black terrorism prefers massacre because it promotes panic and impulsive reactions."

Dimensions

Overall: 24.3x30.8cm (95/8x121/8in.)
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