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Guido Carli and Romano Prodi

Date

1969-1979

Medium

gelatin silver print

Description

Guido Carli was an Italian banker, economist and politician. His father was the prominent fascist sociologist Filippo 

Carli. Romano Prodi is an Italian former politician and economist. He twice served as the Prime Minister of Italy, 

from 17 May 1996 to 21 October 1998 and from 17 May 2006 to 8 May 2008. Prodi's political career began as a left-of-

centre reformist Christian Democrat and a disciple of Beniamino Andreatta, another economist turned politician. 

During the mid-1970s he was appointed Minister of Industry. On 2 April 1978, Prodi and other teachers at the 

University of Bologna passed on a tip-off that revealed the whereabouts of the safe house where the kidnapped Aldo 

Moro, the former Prime Minister, was being held captive by the Red Brigades. Prodi claimed he had been given this 

tip-off by the founders of the Christian Democracy party, contacted from beyond the grave via a séance and a Ouija 

board. Whilst during this supposed séance Prodi thought the word Gradoli referred to a town on the outskirts of 

Rome, it probably referred to the Roman address of a Red Brigades safe house, located at no. 96, Via Gradoli. Later, 

other Italian members of the European Commission claimed Prodi had invented this story to conceal the real source 

of the tip-off, which they believed to have originated somewhere among the far-left Italian political groups.

Dimensions

Overall: 20.2 x 30.3 cm (8 x 11 7/8 in.)


