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The Wall – Wrapped Roman Wall, Via Veneto 

and Villa Borghese, Rome, Italy, 1973-74. By artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude

Date

1973-1974

Medium

gelatin silver print

Description

Christo: American, Bulgarian-born Christo Vladimirov Javacheff, June 13, 1935, Gabrovo, of a Bulgarian industrialist 

family. Christo Vladimirov Javacheff and Jeanne-Claude, were a married couple who created environmental works 

of art. Christo and Jeanne-Claude were born on the same day, June 13, 1935; Christo in Gabrovo, Bulgaria, and 

Jeanne-Claude in Morocco. They first met in Paris in October 1958. They then fell in love by creating art work 

together. Their works include the wrapping of the Reichstag in Berlin and the Pont-Neuf bridge in Paris, the 24-mile 

(39 km)-long artwork called Running Fence in Sonoma and Marin counties in California, and The Gates in New York 

City's Central Park. Credit was given to "Christo" only, until 1994, when the outdoor works and large indoor 

installations were retroactively credited to "Christo and Jeanne-Claude". Christo: American, Bulgarian-born Christo 

Vladimirov Javacheff, June 13, 1935, Gabrovo, of a Bulgarian industrialist family. Christo Vladimirov Javacheff and 

Jeanne-Claude, were a married couple who created environmental works of art. Christo and Jeanne-Claude were 

born on the same day, June 13, 1935; Christo in Gabrovo, Bulgaria, and Jeanne-Claude in Morocco. They first met in 

Paris in October 1958. They then fell in love by creating art work together. Their works include the wrapping of the 

Reichstag in Berlin and the Pont-Neuf bridge in Paris, the 24-mile (39 km)-long artwork called Running Fence in 
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Sonoma and Marin counties in California, and The Gates in New York City's Central Park. Credit was given to 

"Christo" only, until 1994, when the outdoor works and large indoor installations were retroactively credited to 

"Christo and Jeanne-Claude". Although their work is visually impressive and often controversial as a result of its 

scale, the artists have repeatedly denied that their projects contain any deeper meaning than their immediate 

aesthetic impact. The purpose of their art, they contend, is simply to create works of art for joy and beauty and to 

create new ways of seeing familiar landscapes. Art critic David Bourdon has described Christo's wrappings as a 

"revelation through concealment." To his critics Christo replies, "I am an artist, and I have to have courage ... Do you 

know that I don't have any artworks that exist? They all go away when they're finished. Only the preparatory 

drawings, and collages are left, giving my works an almost legendary character. I think it takes much greater 

courage to create things to be gone than to create things that will remain."

Dimensions

Overall: 20.3 x 30.2 cm (8 x 11 7/8 in.)


